
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 
 

4:00 P.M.                                                                                         August 6, 2015 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold at Port Neches 
City Hall, 1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance 
to wit: 
 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember  
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary 
Pete Steele, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
Adam Anders, Councilmember 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember McMahon to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting held July 9, 2015, seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no proclamations at this time.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 7 - RECESS THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING REGARDING: 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold recessed the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:03 p.m. to conduct 
a Public Hearing regarding: 
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a. A replat request for property located at 103 Orchard Avenue. 
 
b. A replat request for property located at 825 Goodwin Avenue. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7A - A REPLAT REQUEST FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 103 ORCHARD AVENUE. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Larry Reynolds and supporting 
documentation regarding a replat request that has been submitted by David & Cindy Domingue 
for property located at 103 Orchard Avenue.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
the Domingue’s have requested a replat in order to allow for construction of a new home.  The 
City Manager noted that staff has reviewed the replat and indicated that it conforms with the 
City requirements. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for citizens who live within 200 feet of the proposed property that 
are in favor of the request to speak.  No one was present.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for citizens who live within 200 feet of the proposed property that 
are opposed to the request to speak.  No one was present. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for all citizens that are in favor of the request to speak.  No one 
was present. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for all citizens that are opposed to the request to speak.  No one 
was present. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7B - A REPLAT REQUEST FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 825 GOODWIN AVENUE. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Larry Reynolds and supporting 
documentation regarding a replat request that has been submitted by John and Tammy Badlissi 
for property located at 825 Goodwin Avenue.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
the Badlissi’s have requested a replat in order to allow for construction of a new home.  The City 
Manager noted that staff has reviewed the replat and indicated that it conforms with the City 
requirements. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for citizens who live within 200 feet of the proposed property that 
are in favor of the request to speak.  No one was present.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for citizens who live within 200 feet of the proposed property that 
are opposed to the request to speak.  No one was present. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for all citizens that are in favor of the request to speak.  No one 
was present. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked for all citizens that are opposed to the request to speak.  No one 
was present. 
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AGENDA ITEM 8 - RECONVENE THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:08 p.m. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPROVAL OF A REPLAT REQUEST FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 103 ORCHARD 
AVENUE. 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that it is necessary to take action to approve or 
deny the replat request for the property located at 103 Orchard Avenue.  He noted that staff has 
reviewed the replat submission and has determined that all City requirements are satisfied with 
respect to conformance with the Zoning Ordinance and other applicable guidelines.   
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the replat request submitted David and 
Cindy Domingue for property located at 103 Orchard Avenue, seconded by Councilmember 
McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 10 - APPROVAL OF A REPLAT REQUEST FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 825 GOODWIN 
AVENUE. 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that it is necessary to take action to approve or 
deny the replat request for the property located at 825 Goodwin Avenue.  He noted that staff 
has reviewed the replat submission and has determined that all City requirements are satisfied 
with respect to conformance with the Zoning Ordinance and other applicable guidelines.   
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the replat request submitted by John and 
Tammy Badlissi for property located at 825 Goodwin Avenue, seconded by Councilmember 
Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 11 - APPROVAL OF A FINAL PLAT AND PLANS FOR THE JULES II SUBDIVISION. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Taylor Shelton and supporting 
documentation regarding the final plat and plans for the Jules II subdivision.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that staff has received and reviewed the submitted final plat for the 
Jules II subdivision.  He noted that staff has identified several concerns that need to be 
addressed.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the Port Neches – Groves 
Independent School Board will have a meeting on Monday (August, 10, 2015) which includes an 
agenda item for the proposed drainage easement that is included in the Jules II plans.  Chris 
Street, developer of Jules II, and Jeremy Mitchell, with Soutex, engineer for subdivision, were 
both present to answer any questions that the City Council might have.  
 
Dr. James Arisco, 707 Neches Oaks, was present at the meeting and stated that if the 
engineering of this subdivision is not done properly the rain water will drain into River Park 
Estates.  He stated that it is important to homeowners in River Park Estates that the City Council 
approve the final plat contingent upon both easements getting approved by the School Board.  
He informed the City Council that he has been in contact with Taylor Shelton, Carroll & 
Blackman, Inc., and Jeremy Mitchell trying to make sure this concern is addressed. He stated 
that homeowners inside of River Park Estates hired an engineer to look at the plans for Jules II in 
addition to the City’s engineer and Soutex.  He noted that he believes that both easements are 
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important for his subdivision and the outcome for River Park Estates.  Dr. Arisco stated that this 
is not only important to the homeowners in River Park Estates, but for the kids at Woodcrest 
Elementary due to the mosquitos from the standing water in that area. 
 
The City Manager informed the City Council that it is being requested that the School Board 
approve two (2) drainage easements; one being 60’ wide that is located at the back of Jules II 
and the second one being 20’ wide that will run behind the houses located on Neches Oaks.  He 
noted that generally drainage easements are 15-20 feet wide.  Taylor Shelton stated that he 
believes that a 60’ drainage easement is too large. 
 
Kim Carroll, with Carroll & Blackman, Inc., was present at the City Council meeting and stated 
that the final plat shows a 60’ drainage easement.  He noted that this easement is one of many 
things he believes can be done to help address the concerns of the homeowners in River Park 
Estates.  He stated that he would like to see more cushion provided; which is why he made the 
recommendation for a larger sewer line/pipe in the event of large amounts of rainfall.  He noted 
that if the School Board wants to reduce the size of the easement, that there would still be 
plenty of things that can be done to direct the flow of drainage away from their subdivision. 
 
Vickie Thompson, 713 Neches Oaks, was present at the City Council meeting and stated that she 
has researched State statute and believes that the City cannot approve Jules II subdivision 
without providing a drainage plan for the water on the school district’s property.  She stated 
that Jules II cannot get an easement approved by the School Board unless there is a benefit to 
the school district.  She stated that the benefit is that the City will be taking the water off the 
school district’s property.  She stated that with the development of Jules II, the subdivision will 
block the water and it will create additional standing water on the school district’s property.  
She stated that she believes this will be unfair to the school district, the teachers at Woodcrest 
Elementary, and the children who attend the school, to not provide a drainage plan for both.  
Mrs. Thompson informed the City Council that a drainage plan was never developed for River 
Parks Estates and the homeowners have spent thousands of dollars trying to provide a 
temporary fix until an opportunity was presented to permanently correct the problem. 
 
Gary Ratcliff, 661 Mildred Manor, was present at the City Council meeting and stated that he 
came to the meeting to make sure that the drainage was going to lead to Block Street.  Mr. 
Ratcliff informed the City Council that the bulkhead dead ends in his back yard.  He noted that 
when there is a large amounts of rainfall it looks like rapids are coming in.  The City Manager 
informed Mr. Ratcliff that the drainage will go to Block Street. 
 
Lisa Arisco, 707 Neches Oaks, was present at the City Council meeting and asked the City Council 
if the City has taken any consideration to the cost of the ditch and who will be paying for it.  The 
City Manager informed Mrs. Arisco that the City has just received the information on the 
proposed easements and therefore have not had had a chance to look into those factors.    
 
Further discussion was held on the drainage easements, the infrastructure that could be placed 
in the drainage easement, and the options of approving the final plans with it contingent upon 
one of the easements being approved by the School Board or contingent upon both of the 
easements being approved. 
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Trent Cobb, 655 Neches Oaks, was present at the City Council meeting and stated that he had 
previously come before the City Council regarding the drainage issues at his property.  He stated 
that the City had come out and built a trench behind his property and stated that even though 
the trench helps, he still takes on a tremendous amount of water.  He stated that he is still 
concerned about the drainage and that it is important that the drainage is addressed. 
 
Councilmember Davenport made a motion to approve the final plat for Jules II contingent upon 
satisfactorily addressing staff’s comments and concerns relative to the final plat and that the 
two (2) proposed easements are approved by the School Board, seconded by Councilmember 
McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 12 - APPROVAL OF AMENDING THE DESIGNATED NO PARKING AREA ON RIVER OAKS 
DRIVE. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Lemoine regarding the 
designated no parking area on River Oaks Drive.  The City Manager stated that the City Council 
previously approved the designation of a no parking area along a 125 foot section on River Oaks 
Drive near South Avenue.  He noted that such action was taken in response to ingress/egress 
concerns by the neighborhood.  The City Manager stated that subsequent to the City Council 
action, Stephen Samuel expressed concerns to the City Council indicating that he was opposed 
to the no parking area.  The City Manager informed the City Council that Chief Lemoine and Mr. 
Samuel then further discussed this matter resulting in a proposed modification to the no parking 
zone, it now being a 75 foot section.  The City Manager stated that since this proposed 
compromise, however, area residents have indicated that they remain supportive of the 125 
foot area.  The City Manager informed the City Council that Chief Lemoine has now also 
proposed a compromise, that being a 90 foot no parking area.  He noted that Chief Lemoine has 
indicated that this distance will adequately address ingress/egress concerns while also allowing 
for some on street parking.   
 
Chief Lemoine was present at the meeting and informed the City Council that he has proposed 
three (3) options.  He reviewed the proposed options with the City Council. Chief Lemoine 
stated that his primary concern is the safety on the street, but stated that he is also trying to 
solve a problem among the residents on River Oaks Drive. 
 
Richard Bolyard, 2607 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City 
Council that he believes the original option works well and eliminates the safety hazard for 
residents who are coming/going into the neighborhood and eliminates the safety hazard of the 
children who are outside playing.  He noted that the subdivision has deed restrictions that are 
further down River Oaks Drive that addresses homeowners parking on the street.  Mr. Bolyard 
stated that ambulances and other emergency vehicles would not be able to drive down the 
street with the cars parked in the 125 feet area.  He stated that he is opposed to the two (2) 
other options that have been proposed by Chief Lemoine. 
 
Carroll Stelly, 2619 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and stated that his main 
concern is the safety of the children in the neighborhood playing.   
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Shelly Satcher, 2625 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City Council 
that the overflow of parked vehicles is not just for a special function and that the overflow is 
something they deal with every day. 
 
James McDuffle, 2606 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and stated that he is 
concerned about the safety hazard the parking is creating for the children on the street. 
 
John Culbertson, 2613 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City 
Council when they created the 125 foot no parking area, it opened up the street.  He stated that 
it is his opinion the only way to eliminate the traffic is with the original proposal.  
 
Pat Guilbeaux, 2618 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and stated that she wanted to 
note that this street is a cul-de-sac and this is the only way in and the only way out.  
 
Beth Culbertson, 2613 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City 
Council that just yesterday she was on South Avenue trying to turn on to River Oaks Drive and 
she had to stop and let three (3) cars out before she could enter on the street. 
 
Larry Reed, 2601 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City Council 
that his primarily concern is for the safety of the children.  He stated that he believes that 95% 
of the problem would be solved with the original proposal. 
 
Larry Guilbeaux, 2618 River Oaks Drive, was present at the meeting and informed the City 
Council that recently a car was parked for two (2) days close to South Avenue, the third day the 
car moved behind the stop sign.  He stated that he believes the Samuel’s are trying to agitate 
the neighbors.  Mr. Guilbeaux further stated that he is concerned for the children’s safety and 
believes that someone is going to get hurt. 
 
Stephen Samuel, 766 South Avenue, was present at the meeting and informed the City Council 
that he believes that the no parking signage needs to be removed and that he be allowed to go 
back to the parking that allowed the past seven (7) years that he has lived there.  Mr. Samuel 
stated that he has five (5) vehicles and his driveway will only hold three (3) of the vehicles.  Mr. 
Samuel informed the City Council that since the no parking signs have been installed, he has had 
two (2) tires slashed on his vehicles and a tire slashed on a friend’s vehicle.  He stated that the 
Benson’s have had tires slashed on three (3) of the vehicles as well.  Mr. Samuel stated that he 
believes this criminal behavior is connected due to the timing and has had security cameras 
installed around his house.  He stated that he is again asking to revoke the no parking area that 
was initially imposed.   
 
Further discussion was held regarding the mischief in the neighborhood, the three (3) proposed 
no parking zones, and the safety concerns that were brought up by the residents in the area. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion that the designated no parking area remain at the 
125 feet that was previously set by the City Council, seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
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AGENDA ITEM 22 – EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session at 5:44 p.m. 
p.m. to discuss the following matters: 

 
Real Property – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.072 
 
Discuss acquisition, exchange, sale, and/or release of property. 

 
Consultation with City Attorney – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071 

 
AGENDA ITEM 23 - RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION  

 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 7:10 p.m. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 13 - APPROVAL OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH JEFFERSON COUNTY DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 7, THE CITY OF PORT NECHES, THE CITY OF NEDERLAND, AND THE CITY OF GROVES FOR 
A WEB GIS MAPPING SERVER APPLICATION. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Taylor Shelton and the proposed 
Interlocal Agreement.  The City Manager informed the City Council that this document pertains 
to the development and operation of a web based GIS Mapping system.  The City Manager 
stated that through this Interlocal Agreement, Carroll & Blackman, Inc. will lease a server which 
will be utilized to host infrastructure information/mapping for the participating entities.  The 
City Manager noted that with this joint arrangement, cost savings will be achieved through the 
sharing of server space and application software.  The City Manager stated that the initial cost is 
$6,936.25 with the annual recurring costs of $3,662.00. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement for a Web GIS 
Mapping Server Application, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 14 - DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING THE APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-
08, ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR SOLICITORS. 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Lemoine and proposed 
Ordinance No. 2015-08.  The City Manager informed the City Council that this ordinance 
pertains to solicitors operating within the City.  The City Manager stated that the City’s current 
ordinance is not adequate for addressing this matter and, as such, Chief Lemoine reviewed and 
researched documents from other municipalities.   He noted that based upon this analysis, Chief 
Lemoine prepared a revised ordinance which will provide improved regulations and oversight of 
solicitors. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-08, establishing 
regulations for solicitors, seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
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AGENDA ITEM 15 - APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09, ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR 
TAXICABS. 

 
The City Council was provided with a copy of Ordinance No. 2015-09.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that this document pertains to the operation of taxicabs in Port 
Neches.  The City Manager informed the City Council that in 2000, the City Council repealed the 
then existing ordinance pertaining to taxicabs, but no new regulations were approved. The City 
Manager stated that State statute requires that a municipality have rules in place governing 
taxicab operations.  The City Manager noted that the proposed ordinance has been developed 
utilizing components of area cities and it is generally consistent with the other Mid County 
municipalities.  
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-09, establishing 
regulations for taxicabs, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.   MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
 

AGENDA ITEM 16 - ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE CITY’S INVESTMENT POLICY AND APPROVAL OF 
POTENTIAL AMENDMENTS 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Amy Guidroz and a proposed 
amendment to the City’s Investment Policy.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
staff has requested that the Investment Policy be modified to allow for Federal Home Loan Bank 
Letters of Credit (Letters of Credit) be authorized as an acceptable form of collateral.  The City 
Manager stated that the City’s primary depository, BBVA Compass Bank, has requested this 
change due to the implementation of new banking regulations by Federal government.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that staff has reviewed the Letters of Credit and determined 
that such instruments are satisfactory forms of collateral and are accepted by many 
governmental entities.  The City Manager further noted that in accordance with State statute, 
the Investment Policy is reviewed on an annual basis.  He stated that typically, this is an item 
included on an agenda in November of each year.  The City Manager informed the City Council 
that in its current form and including the amendment, the Investment Policy complies with the 
requirements included in the Public Funds Investment Act and unless otherwise warranted, this 
item will serve as the 2015 review. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve an amendment to the Investment Policy 
allowing for Federal Home Loan Bank Letters of Credit to be an authorized form of collateral, 
seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
 

AGENDA ITEM 17 - APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH PUBLIC SECTOR PERSONNEL CONSULTANTS, 
INC. TO CONDUCT A SALARY AND BENEFITS SURVEY 

 
The City Council was provided with a proposed agreement with Public Sector Personnel 
Consultants, Inc. (PSPC).  The City Manager informed the City Council that in October 2011, the 
City implemented a new pay plan that was developed as a result of a salary and benefits survey 
conducted by PSPC.  He stated that in this process, PSPC worked with City administration and an 
employee committee to survey a determined group of comparator cities, which then resulted in 
the creation of the current pay plan.  The City Manager noted that the cities surveyed were 
Alvin, Bellaire, Deer Park, Groves, Lake Jackson, LaPorte, Nederland, Orange, Rosenberg, 
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Tomball, Webster, and West University Place.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
it is suggested that pay plans be periodically reviewed to determine the City’s 
compensation/benefits offerings relative to the other comparator municipalities.  He stated that 
as proposed, PSPC will again be retained to conduct the survey using the same cities from 2011.  
He noted that this work will not occur until after October 1, thereby allowing all municipalities 
to set their budgets for FY 15-16, to include decisions on compensation and benefits.  The cost 
for work by PSPC is $11,500. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve an agreement with Public Sector Personnel 
Consultants, Inc. to conduct a salary and benefits survey, seconded by Councilmember 
Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
 

AGENDA ITEM 18 - PRESENTATION OF THE PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR FY 2015-2016. 
 

The City Council was provided with the proposed budget for FY 2015-2016.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that the proposed budget for FY 15-16 totals $16,615,798.  The City 
Manager reviewed the proposed budgets associated with the General Fund, Water and Sewer 
Fund, Sanitation Fund, Debt Service Fund, and the Economic Development Corporation Fund. 
 
NO ACTION REQUIRED.  

 
AGENDA ITEM 19 - DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PROPOSED 2015 TAX RATE. 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that the proposed budget for FY 15-16 includes a 
proposed tax rate of $0.695000/$100 assessed valuation.  He stated that this amount is above 
the effective rate ($0.669887), but below the rollback rate ($0.695191).  The total assessed 
valuation has been established as $887,631,236 which reflects an increase of 4.3 percent 
compared to the current year value of $850,523,971. Discussion was held on the options that 
are available to the City at this time. 
 
NO ACTION REQUIRED. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 20 - ACCEPTANCE OF 2015 CERTIFIED APPRAISAL ROLL 
 
The City Council was provided with a copy of the 2015 Certified Appraisal Roll, as provided by 
the Jefferson County Appraisal District.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the 
total taxable value is $887,631,236; the 2014 roll was $850,523,971.  As such, the 2015 value 
reflects a increase of $37,107,265 or 4.3 percent. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to accept the 2015 Certified Appraisal Roll, seconded 
by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   
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AGENDA ITEM 21 - APPROVAL OF THE TAX OFFICE MONTHLY COLLECTION REPORT AND REFUNDS 
 
The City Council was provided with the monthly tax collection report from the County for June 
2015: 

 
Current Collections: $30,043.32 

Delinquent Collections: $5,360.92 

Regular & Supplemental Refunds: $0.00 

Penalty & Interest: $5,747.93 

                                                       Total: $41,152.17 

 
Current Collections YTD: 97.66% 
Current Collections YTD Last Year: 97.69% 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the report as submitted by the County for 
June 2015, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 24 – ADJOURN. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary  


